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Worldwide Caution

The Department of State has issued this Worldwide Caution to update information on the
continuing threat of terrorist actions and violence against U.S. citizens and interests throughout
the world. U.S. citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take
appropriate steps to increase their security awareness. This replaces the Worldwide Caution
dated February 12, 2010, to provide updated information on security threats and terrorist
activities worldwide.

The Department of State remains concerned about the continued threat of terrorist attacks,
demonstrations, and other violent actions against U.S. citizens and interests overseas. U.S.
citizens are reminded that demonstrations and rioting can occur with little or no warning.
Current information suggests that al-Qaida and affiliated organizations continue to plan terrorist
attacks against U.S. interests in multiple regions, including Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle
East. These attacks may employ a wide variety of tactics including suicide operations,
assassinations, kidnappings, hijackings, and bombings.

Extremists may elect to use conventional or non-conventional weapons, and target both official
and private interests. Examples of such targets include high-profile sporting events, residential
areas, business offices, hotels, clubs, restaurants, places of worship, schools, public areas, and
locales where U.S. citizens gather in large numbers, including during holidays.

U.S. citizens are reminded of the potential for terrorists to attack public transportation systems
and other tourist infrastructure. Extremists have targeted and attacked subway and rail systems,
as well as aviation and maritime services. In the past several years, attacks have occurred in
cities such as London, Madrid, Glasgow, and Moscow.

CREDIBLE INFORMATION INDICATES TERRORIST GROUPS SEEK TO CONTINUE
ATTACKS AGAINST U.S. INTERESTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA.
FOR EXAMPLE, IRAQ REMAINS DANGEROUS AND UNPREDICTABLE. ATTACKS
AGAINST MILITARY AND CIVILIAN TARGETS THROUGHOUT IRAQ CONTINUE.
METHODS OF ATTACK HAVE INCLUDED ROADSIDE IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE
DEVICES, MORTARS, AND SHOOTINGS; KIDNAPPINGS STILL OCCUR AS WELL.
SECURITY THREAT LEVELS REMAIN HIGH IN YEMEN DUE TO TERRORIST
ACTIVITIES THERE. THE U.S. EMBASSY HAS HAD TO CLOSE SEVERAL TIMES IN
RESPONSE TO ONGOING THREATS BY AL-QAIDA IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA
(AQAP). U.S. CITIZENS HAVE BEEN THE TARGETS OF NUMEROUS TERRORIST
ATTACKS IN LEBANON IN THE PAST AND THE THREAT OF ANTI-WESTERN
TERRORIST ACTIVITY CONTINUES TO EXIST THERE. IN ALGERIA, TERRORIST
ATTACKS OCCUR REGULARLY, PARTICULARLY IN THE KABYLIE REGION OF THE



COUNTRY. IN THE PAST, TERRORISTS HAVE TARGETED OIL PROCESSING
FACILITIES IN BOTH SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN.

A NUMBER OF AL-QAIDA OPERATIVES AND OTHER EXTREMISTS ARE BELIEVED
TO BE OPERATING IN AND AROUND AFRICA. SINCE THE JULY 11, 2010,
TERRORIST BOMBINGS IN KAMPALA, UGANDA, FOR WHICH THE SOMALIA-
BASED, U.S.-DESIGNATED FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATION AL-SHABAAB
HAS CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY, THERE HAVE BEEN INCREASED THREATS
AGAINST PUBLIC AREAS ACROSS EAST AFRICA. THE TERRORIST BOMBING IN
TWO PUBLIC VENUES IN KAMPALA, WHICH RESULTED IN 74 DEATHS,
HIGHLIGHTS THE VULNERABILITIES OF LARGE PUBLIC GATHERINGS IN EAST
AFRICA AND AROUND THE WORLD. ADDITIONALLY, THE TERRORIST GROUP, AL-
QAIDA IN THE ISLAMIC MAGHREB (AQIM) HAS DECLARED ITS INTENTION TO
ATTACK WESTERN TARGETS THROUGHOUT THE SAHEL, WHICH INCLUDES MALLI,
MAURITANIA, AND NIGER, AND HAS CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR
KIDNAPPINGS, ATTEMPTED KIDNAPPINGS, AND THE MURDER OF SEVERAL
WESTERNERS.

U.S. CITIZENS CONSIDERING TRAVEL BY SEA NEAR THE HORN OF AFRICA OR IN
THE SOUTHERN RED SEA SHOULD EXERCISE EXTREME CAUTION, AS THERE HAS
BEEN A NOTABLE INCREASE IN ARMED ATTACKS, ROBBERIES AND
KIDNAPPINGS FOR RANSOM AT SEA BY PIRATES. MERCHANT VESSELS
CONTINUE TO BE HIUACKED IN SOMALI TERRITORIAL WATERS, WHILE OTHERS
HAVE BEEN HIJACKED AS FAR AS 1,000 NAUTICAL MILES OFF THE COAST OF
SOMALIA, YEMEN, AND KENYA IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS.

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MARITIME AUTHORITIES ADVISE MARINERS TO AVOID
THE PORT OF MOGADISHU, AND TO REMAIN AT LEAST 200 NAUTICAL MILES OFF
THE COAST OF SOMALIA. IN ADDITION, WHEN TRANSITING AROUND THE HORN
OF AFRICA OR IN THE RED SEA, IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT VESSELS
TRAVEL IN CONVOYS, AND MAINTAIN GOOD COMMUNICATIONS AT ALL TIMES.
U.S. CITIZENS TRAVELING ON COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VESSELS SHOULD
CONSULT WITH THE SHIPPING OR CRUISE SHIP COMPANY REGARDING
PRECAUTIONS THAT WILL BE TAKEN TO AVOID HIJACKING INCIDENTS.
COMMERCIAL VESSELS SHOULD REVIEW THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION MARITIME ADMINISTRATION'S SUGGESTED PIRACY
COUNTERMEASURES FOR VESSELS TRANSITING THE GULF OF ADEN.

The U.S. government continues to receive information that terrorist groups in South and Central
Asia may be planning attacks in the region, possibly against U.S. government facilities, U.S.
citizens, or U.S. interests. The presence of al-Qaida, Taliban elements, Lashkar-e-Taiba,
indigenous sectarian groups, and other terror organizations, many of which are on the U.S.
government's list of foreign terror organizations, poses a potential danger to U.S. citizens in the
region. Terrorists and their sympathizers have demonstrated their willingness and capability to
attack targets where Americans or Westerners are known to congregate or visit. Their actions



may include, but are not limited to, vehicle-born explosives, improvised explosive devices,
assassinations, carjacking, rocket attacks, assaults, or kidnappings.

Some examples include Pakistan where a number of extremist groups continue to target U.S.
citizens and other Western interests and Pakistani officials. Suicide bombing attacks continue to
occur throughout the country on a regular basis, often targeting government authorities such as
police checkpoints and military installations, as well as public areas such as mosques, and
shopping areas. In Afghanistan, remnants of the former Taliban regime and the al-Qaida terrorist
network, as well as other groups hostile to International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF)/NATO military operations, remain active. There is an ongoing threat to kidnap and
assassinate U.S. citizens and Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) workers throughout the
country. In India there is a continuing threat of terrorism as attacks have randomly targeted
public places frequented by Westerners, including luxury and other hotels, trains, train stations,
markets, cinemas, mosques, and restaurants in large urban areas.

Supporters of terrorist groups such as the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, al-Qaida, the Islamic
Jihad Union, and the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement are active in the Central Asian

region. Members of these groups have expressed anti-U.S. sentiments and have attacked U.S.
government interests in the past. Previous terrorist attacks conducted in Central Asia have
involved improvised explosive devices, suicide bombings, assassinations, and kidnappings.

Before You Go

U.S. citizens living or traveling abroad are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy
or Consulate through the State Department's travel registration website so that they can obtain
updated information on travel and security. U.S. citizens without Internet access may register
directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. By registering, U.S. citizens make it easier
for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency.

U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance, be aware of local
events, and take the appropriate steps to bolster their personal security. For additional
information, please refer to "A Safe Trip Abroad.”

U.S. government facilities worldwide remain at a heightened state of alert. These facilities may
temporarily close or periodically suspend public services to assess their security posture. In
those instances, U.S. embassies and consulates will make every effort to provide emergency
services to U.S. citizens. U.S. citizens abroad are urged to monitor the local news and maintain
contact with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.

For the latest security information, Americans living and traveling abroad should regularly
monitor the Department of State's Bureau of Consular Affairs website where the current
Worldwide Caution, Travel Alerts, and Travel Warnings can be found. Up-to-date information
on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S and Canada or,
for callers in other areas, by calling a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444. These numbers are
available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal
holidays).




The U.S. Embassy in Brazzaville also encourages U.S. citizens to register or update their
information at Department of State's Travel Registration website. Please note that it is important
during registration or updating of information to include your current phone number and current
email address where you can be reached in case of an emergency.

The U.S. Embassy is located on Boulevard Maya-Maya across from the Blanche Gomez
Maternity Hospital. The Consular Section is open Monday-Thursday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM and
on Fridays from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Our daytime telephone number is +242 612-2046. The
Consular Section can also be contacted via email at BrazzavilleACS@state.gov. For after-hours
emergencies, call +242 444-0013.




